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Manoj Kumar Upadhyay, founder of
Gurugram-based ACME, a leading energy
solution provider in India and Africa.
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echnoerat-turned-entre-
preneur Manoj] Kumar
Upadhyay left a high pay-
ing corporate job in Ben-
ning Power Solutions, a
top German power company, in 2003
to test his skills in India’s energy sec-
tor in 2003, primarily solar and renew-
able energy.” Fifteen years later, his
professional profile and company’s
business standing are listed in busi-
ness circles as “the top energy entre-
preneur models in the country.”

But he credits the rise of ACME to
the past three years of PM Narendra
Modi’s government. “The current
government has scaled up the capac-
ity of solar generation. By opening the
market to competent and financially
sound private entrepreneurs and
business houses, a large market has
been created. We are fortunate with
both technical expertise and financial
standing to compete in PM Modi’'s
‘Tlight every house’ and ‘energising In-
dia’ missions.”

Although Upadhyay ducks the ques-
tion on his company’s financial status,
insiders in energy sector confirm that
his ACME is nearly 32,500 crore firm,
with many firsts to its credit. Upadhyay
sees a bright competitive solar genera-
tion market ahead. He told MAIL TO-
DAY, “Our solar generation target has
been around 20 giga watts in the last
5-7 years. Today PM Modi has set anew
target of 100 giga watts by 2022. We are
going to contribute around 8 per cent
of this as nearly 7,500 mega watt will be
from ACME'’s plants.” |

In the past four years, the technolo-
oist and serial entrepreneur (with
several patents to his credit) has fo-
cussed on building new generation
utility using solar energy and energy
storage solution. Today ACME is the
leading solar power developer in In-
dia and expanding rapidly for global
footprint.

His mission matches Modi’s dream

HEAVY DEPENDENCE

®= Around 60 per cent of
military hardware is of
foreign origin

® In the Army, barring a few
regiments of Arjun tanks,
entire tank fleet is of
Russian origin

= Strategic missile sector is
the only one where India is
self-reliant

had set a new benchmark in co-devel-
opment and co-production of defence
systems by Indian private sector de-
fence players and foreign majors.
“This contract marks an important
milestone in L&T’'s defence business
journey and in our relationship with
Hanwha Techwin. It will create syner-

Modi 3.0

 SOLAR REVOLUTION

Renewable energy is the future of India’s power consumption, and
solar energy is turning out to be an effective and cheap resource.

in renewable energy: “We must excel
with a vision of ‘building next genera-
tion utility and mission of providing
affordable sustainable green energy’.”

And that is possible, asserts Upad-
hyay saying, “India has been ranked
third most favorable destination to
invest in renewable and we feel proud
being a part of this success story with
other business groups and entrepre-
neurs like me. India has made solar
power the cheapest form of energy
available to consumers — from T17
per unit to ¥2.44 per unit under the
current government, which has also
helped and facilitated entrepreneurs
in overall cost reduction, indigenisa-
tion thrust and capacity utilisation.
From 18 per cent capacity utilisa-
tion of solar energy available, we have
moved on to tap about 25 to 26 per
cent currently”

Upadhyay sees a future with so-
lar available 24x7, possible only with
more stress on enhancing storage ca-
pacity. “We have the entrepreneurial
capacity and we are moving with the
government's mission to make that a
reality in next few years. Interestingly,
solar does not need to be transported.
It can be distributed to consumers
right in the vicinity. We are trying to
make that happen at many places. In
Chhattisgarh, we are launching a 24x7
solar-powered village and that model
can be replicated countrywide.”

Anticipating a ‘problem of plenty
fuel modes in our lives’, he says, “In
the next 20 years, India will have an en-
ergy surplus kitty and we’ll see fuel in
surplus. 24x7 solar power will be soon
be a reality at the cheapest price.”

Here's one success story

SUNNY DAYS AHEAD FOR SOLAR ENERGY

» The price of solar power
touched an all-time low In

has turned out to be even
lower than public sector

the bidding held for Bhadla utility giant NTPC’s average

Solar park in Rajasthan with coal-based power tariff of .
the lowest bid coming in at ¥3.20 per unit

32.62 per unitin May thisyear, g Solar energy currently

which is less than the average constitutes 16 per cent of : .

price of coal-based power in
the country :

® The price for solar power

renewables capacity, but will
contribute 100 gigawatts by
the year 2022
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Expect Mare Explore More

- The whole new world of
technology & innovations

gies not only for this programme but
also for upcoming Indian and global
projects,” says Patil at the event to
announce the contract between the
two companies.

The Make in India in defence sec-
tor is likely to receive a major boost
as the Defence Acquisition Council
(DAC) recently gave a go ahead to the
crucial strategic partnership policy in
the country that would see indigenous
firms making sophisticated platforms
such as submarines, fighter aircraft
and helicopters in the country.
~ The policy is expected to create
home grown Lockheed Martins and
Boeings of India with firms such as the
L&T, Tata, Reliance and Bharat Forge
lining up to enter the defence busi-
ness in a big way.

The Make in India policy is cater-
ing to the growth of the medium and
small enterprises, which are envis-
aged to form the tier-2 defence
suppliers to the armed forces.

Battery Adapters Power Banks High Performance Ram  Wireless Keyboard
I Wired Mouse Wirgless Mouse USE Hub Laptop Cooling Stand ~ Laptop Security Locks
Car Power Inverter Car Moblle Charger |padfablet Stand Travel Adapter Cleaning Sobution
| ‘
Laptop LCD Screens Toner Cartridge Extension Socket Data Cable Carry Cases & Back Packs o
@ Bluetooth Speakers h
Bluetooth Headphones Laptop Usb Speaker With Selfie Shooter Bluatooth Speakers Lap Sta’dun
I Rx Infotech P Ltd e OO GRS ETerd Lapcare India P Limited
Authorised Distributor of Lapcare [ A-240, Okhla Phase-1, New Delhé-110020
sales@rinfolech.in Toll Free : 1300120 0842 Enquiries at customercare@lapcare.com




